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Aud all wept, and bewailed Her : but He 7  _— 
Weep nat; ſhe is not dead, but ſleepeth, _ 


| VR Bleſſed Saviour, the better to 
confirm that Heavenly Doctrine He 
taught when He was upon Earth, © 
413 wrought many and divers Miracles | 
letting the World clearly ſee that the wonderful. 
x? Cures He did were done by the Omnipotent 
Power of his Godhead, and were. no leſs than 
the product of an Almighty Hand, We. read 
in Holy Writ of His giving Sight to the Blind, f 
teaching the N Speak, making the Deaf 
to Hear, cauſing the Lame to Walk, healing Le- 
proſies, Palſies, Fevers, Bloody -Flux, and all man- 
ner of Diſeaſes, with a Word and a Touch; of 
his caſting out Devils, calming Storms, command. 
ing the Winds and the Waves, feeding Thou- 
ſands with a few Loaves, and raiſing the Dea. 
Now among. the many other of His Miracles, 1 
that of reſtoring Lazarus to Life after he was 
dead and buried, and this of the Ruler of the Sy- 
| nagogus s Daughter, may very well be look'd upon 
as two Eminent ones. The Maid was Dead, the 
lifeleſs Corps laid out, and her Spirit gone out of 
her. e for ber Death was be⸗ 
gun, and all wept and bewailed her. While Pre- 
paration was making for her Burial, and things 
getting ready for the Funeral, Chriſt came into 
the Houſe where the Corps lay, and ſaid to the 
Mourners, Weep not; ſhe is not dead, but ſleepeth. © 
Isa handling the Text, I ſhall ſpeak to theſe _ 
following Particulars.  _—- RE ERS 
"0 „ A. — > 
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r the certainty of the 125. N of che 


apother World. 
540555 e 6 to le 146 to a 2 
oplaiou of Death and the Grave, and cauſe you 
to Took them in the Face with joy and deli ht, 
from che many indiſpoſi itions of Body and Mind 
3: while we. live here. And, 

(Ci) Shew it was cuſtomary 10 the Od and New 
Teſtament to call Death a leer. God ſpeaking 
| to Moſer, and telling bim, that his Jays approach, 

and that he muſt. die, ſaid, Deut. 31. 16. Behold, 

- Thou ſhalt. ſleep with thy Fathers; and He told Da- 
vid; 2 S1 "I [+ thy Days be fulfill d, thou 

ſhalt. tp with thy Fathers. Job pate e wiſh- 
| ing d 157 an Bod of his Life, which was full of 
Miſery, and a per petpal Conflict with various Ca- 

| lamities, complains in the bitterneſs of his Soul, 
and begs of God to let him die; for then, Chap. 7. 

| 21. Shall 1 ſleep in the Duſt. And at another Time, 
| being overcharg'd with Grief, in the depth of 
| His Miſery, he expoſtulates thus with himſelf : 
3 Chap. 3:11, 12, 13. Why dy'd I not from the Womb ? 
My did 1; not give ap. the Ghoſt when I came out of 


the "Felly ? Why did the Knees prevent me? Or why the 
Breaſt that I ſhowd fuck? For I ſhou' d have lain ſtill, 
And been quiet, I ſhou'd have ſlept. Many of them that 
ſteep in the Duſt of the Earth ſhall awake, Dan. 12. 2 
Our Friend Lazarus ſleepeth, ſaid Chriſt, Joh. 11. 


11, 188 who had been dead four 595 in his 2 69 
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their ſleep. 
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and a Stone laid upon it, And in the Text, ſpeak- 
ing of Fairks's Daughter, who was really. dead, 
calls Death a Sleep. - And St. Stephen kneeling do wa 
and praying for his Murtherers, did immediately 
after bis Prayer, Ad J. &. fall aſleep. St. Pau 
in ſeveral Places calls Death a Sleep, 1 Cor. 15. 
57. 1 Theſ. 4. 13, 14. And in the Gr | k. Lan- 
guage, the Places appointed and ſet apart to bury 
the Dead, are call'd ſleeping Places ꝶ; and by the 
les alſo, * an Houſe to ſleep in; which was very 
proper, if we conſider, that Sleep is the Image 
of Death; and leads me, ene 
(.) To the next Particular, why Death is calłd 
TY... i or OT OI 
Death is call'd a Sleep, and Apartments for bu- 
rial ſleeping Places, in aſſurance of the Reſurre- 


2 


# 
= 


Aion, when God will ſend an Arch-Angel to a- 
waken our Bodies with the Sound of 4 Trumpet, 

1 Cor. 15. 57, 2. And this God hath clearly 
and plainly reveald, Mat. 24. 31. and made 
Known to us. Job 14. 11. 12. As the waters fail 
From the Sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up: 
So man lieth down, and riſeth not till the Heavens 
be no more, they ſhall not. awake, nor be raiſed out of 


» a 


Let this confute thoſe Scoffers, who will not be 

drawn from a fond Opinion but that the Grave 
is an everlaſting Priſon, and that the Bodies of 
Men and Women laid up there, ſhall for ever re- 
main in a ſtate of Silence and Inſenſibility, and 

dead to all Eternity. N _ 


3 3 | 5 5 js J 
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1 Quidnam ſibi Saxa cavata, quid pulchra volunt monu- 
menta. Niſi quod res creditur Hlis non mortua, ſed data 


ſomno. Tertal. Apel. c. 42. Stulte ! quid eſt Soninus geli- 
. dz niſi mortis Imago F Ovid. Amor. I. 2. El. 9. 
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But we have greater Aſſürances that our Bodies 
| ſhall awake in the Morning of the Reſurrection, 
than we can bave that they ſhall awake the next 
Morning ; for no Man who lies down to Sleep in 
His Bed at Night, can be ſure, he ſhall awake again 

ia this World, but we have the Word of Sod 


for it, that in 'the Morning of the Reſurrection, 


all that ſleepin the Duſt of the Earth ſhall. par * 
and Wy forth from their Graves, Dan. 12. 2. . 
3 

1 Comfort therefore your ſelyes with this great 
Truth, that your Bodies being laid down in the 
| Grave, go there but to Sleep till the great Morn- 

ing of the Reſurrection, when they ſhall be awaken- 
ed by the ſopnd of a Trumpet, which ſhall be heard 
all the Worid over; and awake with more Spirit 
and Vigour than eyer they had before. 
And this will be the caſe of all good Men and 
Wamep. wholiv'd in the Fear of God, and dy'd 
in his Favor 4 their Bodies ſhall awake to , 
to everlaſting Life, when the Lord, 1 Theſ. 4. 16, 17. 
ſhall deſcen 25 From Heaven, and be caught up together 
in the Clouds with thoſe which are alive, to meet the 
Lord in the Air, and ſo ſhall ever be with the Lord. 
This St. Paul look'd upon as matter of extraordi- 
nary Comfort to all faithful Chriſtians, that, al] ſuch 
as die in the Lord ſhall be Happy both in their 
Souls and Bodies; and that their 6 Perſons will 
be advanc'd to "full Bliſs and Glory, a perfect 
Con ſummation, when the Son of Man ſhall come 
again, and all the Holy Angels with Him. 
| It's true, ſome ſhall awake to Shame and-everlaſi ing 

Contempt, Dan. 12. 2. but I ſpeak not of thoſe 

no that liv'd and dy'd | in their Sins, but of ſuch 
only as truly believ'd in Chriſt, obey'd his Goſpel, 
30d dy'd in the true Faith and Fear = God. 

0 I: NEED to ne dat rr ance there 

is 
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is s between Death and Sleep 5 and this bs remar- IJ 
kable in two Reſpects. 5 25 
( 1.) There is not any one ehing in the World: 
to which we can fo well compare Death, as Sleep; 
for as the former deprives Men for a Time of 
Senſe and Motion, ſo doth the latter: When a 
Man is fallen afleep, during that Seaſon,” he is, as 
to Company, Speech, or Converſation, as if he 
was actually Dead; and when he is a'Sleep, be 
doth that in a Figure which he muſt one Day do 
in Truth and Reality; for every Night we Heep | 
repreſents to us the Image of Death. - 
| St. Paul ſpeaking to the Theſſalonians of ſuch 
Chriſtians as dy'd in the Cauſe, and for the Faith 
of Chtiſt, ſays, 1 Thef. 4. 13, 14. I would not, Bre- 
thren, have you Ignorant concerning them which are 4. 
ſteep, that ye ſorrow not, even as others which have no 
hope. For if we believe that Jeſus dy d, aud roſe 


even ſo them alſo which ſeey in I will God bat 


. with Him. 
> - Intimating, we onght not to ſay that pious and 
5 virtuous Men and Women, who are gone to their 
4 long Home, Eccleſ. 12. f. are Dead, but only taking 


J. an Holy Sleep. What therefore ſnouꝰd this teac 
vou, but 8 "= Bed every Night ſhoy'd. put 
h you in Mind of your Grave, and as oft as you lie 
down in the one, you ſhou d think upon the other? 
11 The Bed is a repreſentation of the Grave, and- 
A an Image before your Eyes, that you muſt in a\ 
| ſhort Time lie ſtretch'd out in a Bed of Duft ; and 
when Sleep begins to. cloſe your Eyes, and denum 
your Senſes, call to your Remembrance, that 
Death will one Time ſtop your Mouth, and leave 
Lou a breathleſs Body, eſtitute of all Uſe and 
Motion. 4 
A ſerious Conſideration and a pious Meditation 
upon the reſemblance there is in this Particular, 


pevween and Death, will make Jou never 
| dare 


— | . * | e So og. : ; 
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dare to lie down. to Sleep in your Beds till you 
had made ſome Preparation, by Prayer, Medita- 
tion, and other religious Duties, for Deatn. 
For you, as mauy do, may die ſuddenly; lie 
don in your full Strength at Night, and; as ma- 
ny are, be found dead Corps in the Morning. 0 
whither then ſhou'd you be hurried if yon die in 
your. Sins, before jou come to Repentance for 
them, but to everlaſting Miſery, and to black and 
diſmal Regions of Woe and Darkneſs! „„ 
Examine therefore your ſelves: daily, and put 
_ your ſelves into ſuch a State every Night, as if 
that was to be your laſt in this World, and your 
Sleep h Loni” 
(2.) The reſemblance between Sleep and Death. 
is remarkable in this Reſpect like wiſe: When we 
lie dawn to Sleep at Night, it is in order to take 
our Reſt, after we have wearied our ſelves with 
the Work and * Labour of the Day. N Nowy the 
Grave is a Place where the Body reſts after the 
tpilſome and laborions Race of this mortal Life 
is; ended. Jeb, ſpeaking of the Grave, {aith, Chap. 
23217, 18, 19. There the weary he at reſt, there the 
 Prifeners. reſt together, they hear not the voice: of the 
oppreſſor, the ſmall and great are there, and the Ser- 
van is free from his Maſter. And the Prophet 
ſpeaking of the Death of righteont and | merciful. 
Men, as to their Bodies, a. 57 1, 2. faith;!They 
rein their Beds... hoy 21 n 
But though the Bed and the Grave are fit Re- 
ſemblances one of the other, and our ſleepingo in 
the one, a fare repreſentation of our ſleeping in the 
otber; yet I muſt ſay, that of the two, the Grave. 
hath the Prebeminence; for ben we ſleep in our 
Beds, our Fancies are often diſturb'd, we are many 
Times affrighted with Dreams, our Spirits fre- 
quently; move irregularly, and our Sleep broken 
and imperfect. But our Sleep in the Grave ah iſ 
Dieb 6 irom 


* * 
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Repoſe, we ſhall hear the ſound of the laſt Trump, _ 


{is 
x <-> 


3 . 


from all theſe diſquietings, and our Bodies there 


eee 


N enjoy a perfect Reſt, a more favourable. Repo le, 
-a ſound: and undiſturb'd Sleep, ſecure from a. 


harm, and quiet from all manner of pain or mi- 


; ſery whatever. This Job was ſenſible of 15 for 


complaining of the Miſeries which attended his 


Life, made many Wiſhes he had dy d as ſoon as he 
was Born; and he gave this rea ſon far his ſa. paſ- 


ſionate a deſire; for then I had been at meſt, Chap. 
Why then do many Perſons lament their own 
Happineſs, as if it was an uncomfortable Prof- 
pe& for the Soul to return to God, to enjoy endleſs 
Bliſs in Heaven with Him and his happy Angels, 
and the Body to go to the Grave to Reſt, and be 
deliver'd from the Pains and Diſeaſes incident to 
humane Nature? Why do they fear Death or the 
Grave? For the Grave will be but like our Bed, 
and our Death a kind of - Sleep ; after Which ſweet 


which will rouſe our Bodies out of the 


Body, amd ppineſs or Miſery 
from the Time it leaves the Body, till the Body 
riſeth again, As the Holy Angels carry d the Soul La- 


_ rarss into, Abraham's boſon Luke 16. 22,23, the fame _ 
Mement that it left the Body; ſo ag ſooner Was 


9 * * * 8 
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the © Hick: Man \ Dead, ox * was in en and | liv'd 
in a State of Torment. The Soul is not extinguiſt'd, 


annihilated, or falls into nothing, does not vaniſh, 
is nor inſenſible, nor in a State of profound Si 
lence, till the Reſurrection awakens it, but * lives 
after Death puts an End to this Life; or how elſe 
con'd God in any Senſe be ſtyled, the God of the 
living, and not of the Dead ? Mat. 22. 31, 37. which 
was the Argument wherewith our Saviour put the 
Sadducees to Silence. And when the Multitude heard 
this, they were aſtoniſh'd'at his Doctrine, which car- 
ry'd ſuch undenlable clearneſs, and evidence along 


with it. For if the Soul continues to Sleep as well 
as the Body till the Trumpet ſhall ſound the Call; 


Ariſe ye Dead, and come to Judgment 3; then the Souls 


1 of the rich Man and the Beggar muſt have been ia 


one and the fame. condition; which. is virefly 


„ to the Parable. 


Sleep reſpects the Body only, owl Death ſends 


only that part to the Grave; but God diſpoſeth of 
the Soul, and that better nd nobler Part goes to 


An different Receptacle, (as diſtant as Heaven and 


Earth, whence they had their beginning. Then ſha 
rbe Dult return to the Earth as it was, and the Spirif 
ſhall return punto God who gave it, Fccleſ. 12.7. 


It was reveal'd by ati immediate Voice from 
Heaven, Rev. 14. 13. that all ſuch as dy d in the Lord 


were then in their Souls Bleed, and in a happy 
Eſtate as ſoon as ſeparated from their Bodies. And 


It is the Doctrine of our excellent Church, ground- 


ed upon the Scriptpres, that the Souls of: the Faith- 


ul, after they are deliver d from the burthen of the 
feſn, are in 19 ard Jy? s * nnn. * 


. 
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* a moriatur corpore, vivir $pirirw ug. $. oy | 
Mm. 35. 
f Tertium locum penitus ignoramus. 3 5 5. 9. 
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Is the fieſt and beſt Ages, hed t the ſame Faith, and 


made 


teſecant cicatrices. 


— — 
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nem no third place: + There is no Middle or third 
Place, but he muſt of neceſſity be with the Devil that 


t not with Chriſt, ſaid St. Auſtin. And in another 


of his Books he ſays; Know this, that when the Soul 
I ſeparated from the Body, preſently i it is either plac d 
in Paradiſe for its good works, or caſt bee Arx into 
the bortom of Hell for its Sins. 

(A.) The next thing to be conſider'd.js is, that an 
8 Grief, and an ungovernable Sorrow at a 
Friend's Death, is irreligions, and. unhecoming 
Chriſtians, to whom God bath reveal'd the cer- 


tainty of the Reſurrection of the. Body, and in- 


"ones Joys to both Body and Soul in another World. 
Was there no other Life beyond, this, or did 
ab believe the Soul is extinguiſh'd by Death, and 
our Bodies after Death never to be quickned again 
we might then with melancholy Thoughts reflect 
upon the Time when we were to periſh. 
The poor Heathens had no ſpre Grounds of hope 
of living hereafter in another World, and there- 
fore bid an eternal farewel to their deceaſed 
Friends, concludiug they were loſt and gone for 


ever. Hereupon they lamented their Loſs with an 


outragious Grief, and a vehement Sorrow, , beat 
their Breaſts, cut and lanod their Bodies, and 
great howling and (crying, as knowing no 
better, but their Bodies and Souls were dead, and 
eee to all Eternity. 

- Now this exceſſive Grief Nap 1 Impatience 


© 2 at the Death of your Friends and Relations, is un- 
| becoming» you who call your. ſelves Chriſtians. 


For by 9 — and unreaſonable geportment 
and carriage * that n N do as it. wefe 


+ De Peccar, . Mer. 7 Le, on 


Statim. De van. Sec. c. 1. 
4 Tundunt peccus, lacerant Jacertosz veterum — * 


B 2 deſert 
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Thus we find Jeſus Himſelf Wien 


Divine Aids, Comforts, and Aſſiſtances 
exceſſive an at a Friend's Wer EY us 
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Acfert your Faith, ſtobbornly mur mur 2 repine 
agatuſt God, and àre ungrateful to Him for taking 
your Friend to Himſelf; as if it was an Unhappi- 


neſs to leave the Converſation of Men, to go to God; 


to be remov'd from an earthly and 
from the Miſeries of à wicked, naughty, and ſin- 


ful World, to the Company of: pure, immortal, 


and bleſſed Spirits; where is perfect Felicity, true 
Pleaſure, an a dleſſed State of raviſning 0 | 
for evermore. 1 

Jam not here Being about to perſwade any of 
you to caſt away all natural and humane Af- 


fection, deprive you of all Bowels of Love and 


Compaſſion, and preach'a Stoical Doctrine to you. 
No; the Love yo new to your departed Friends 


js not difpleaſing to God, ſo it be within the bounds 
of Reaſon, Decency, and Moderation. You may 


de forry for their Death, and Weep for them. 
at Lazarus s 
Grave, Fo. Tt. 3 and that Pevont Men made great 
Tamentatibn at St. Stephen s Burial, Acts 8. 2. Jeſepb 
Wept for his Father Jacob, Gen, 530. 1. And the 
Children of Iſracl wept for Moſes, Deut. 34. 8. But 
ro be extravagant in your Grief, and let your 
Paſſion overflow all the banks of Reaſon, and the 
bounds of Religion, is to forget you are Chri- 


fians, and do What the moſt ignorant of Haan. 


thens did. Düse. sel 2009 491127 
5 It was * St. 10 in's Obſtrvativi;cthet St. Paul 
aid not, Be not ſorry at all, ans cu Aon 
nithoue hope, „„ 
Our Holy Religion hath provided us with many 
againſt 
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i Monuit Apoſtolus, : non ut non contriſtemur, Ted hon 
ſicut cteri, qui ſpem non habent, * TH 2 Ser. 7 
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- will not be long till we muſt follow; and tho they 


ſpall be raiſed out of the Duſt by the infinite Power 
of Goc at the general; Reſurrection. 


Death. of the. Princeſs Sophia. xg 
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they are only i gene a little before, and that it 


again; and with thoſe yery Eyes not only ſee:God, 
but each other, Job 19. 27. This was the primitiv 


Faith of meeting and knowing our Friends a- 


gain, and the Parable repreſents the rich A 


ther World, Lale 16. 23. Eternity ſhall joyn our 


dead Friends and us again, when they and we 


** £F 
lov d me," you would 'rejoyce; becauſe. I gel to! my Fs. 
ther, Jo. 14. 28. And-when St- Rauf was in his . 
Journey to Jernſalem, where he was not only _— 

to be bound and impriſon'd, bur. alfa 1th Aie for rhe 


Tord Feſas, Acts 214/13. thoſe who were aboar 


them; to whom he thus reply d, What man ye 50 
Weep," and to break my Heart © Intimating, they 
fhowd not grieve and mourn at his departure, fur 


de ſnou'd leave a troubleſome World behind him, 


a World full of Sins, Sorrows, Temptations; Dan- 


is never ſeen, and Sorrow never felt, and all the 
Inhabitants bleſſed and happy in all Reſpects. 
Tis related of the Þ+-Tbracians, that they bu- 


_ ried their Dead with. Expreſſions of Joy, but Wept 


at the Birth of their Friends; becauſe the ont was 
coming into a miſerable World, which the «dther 
were freed from. And it was the Cuſtom of the 
Chriſtians in the primitive Church, (as/Eccleſſ- 
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—*-Preceſſerunt non deceſſerunt. Aug. de divers; Ser. 41 
Abit non obiit. nba de Theodor.” -: 
t Pod, Vit. de invent. J. G. 0 1. 
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gers, Cares, and Vexations ; and be tranſlated tet 
one /of everlaſting Joys and Pleaſures; where Grief 


T4 4 Sermon SF eld 0 on 2 
* 8 
aſtical Writers affirm) to ſtug and Were the 
Funeral of their Dead, and to celebrate their Hap- 
pineſs with * Hullelaj abe, as being then become 
Immortal. And thus at the Funeral of Fairus's 
-Daughter we read of Minſtrels, Math. 9. 23. where 
the lamentation for her Death was 1 = with 
\Moſick- g | DFO © 
Old Simeon being da to die, cries out 8 
nom letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace, Luke - A 


29. His Soul being ſhut up in the Priſon of the 


Body, deſir*d to be fet at liberty, where it was 
faſt bound and fetter'd in the Miferies of this ſin - 
ful World. And St. Paul knowing this Life to be 
The Soul's Impriſonment, 4eſr d to depart, Phil. 1. 23. 
For me to die is gain, verſe 21. ſaid the ſame A- 
le, and ſo Will it be to all ſuch as are guided 
| by his Doctrine and Example in their Lives and 
Converſations. ''For then they do not only ceafe 
to Sin themſelves; but alſo are remov'd and con- 
-yeigh'd out of the Fr ghr of the Sins of others.: They 
go from this Life to a better, from a Mortal, to 
one of Immortality; from Men to God), and —_ 
Earth to Heaven, 
Why then can we be i erat Erker to our 
, ſelves, or thoſe whom we ſo dearly. Love, as to 
murmur and repine when Death opens unto them, 
or us, the Gate of everlaſting Life, and through 
the Grave makes a Paſſage to a joyful Reſurre- 
_ ion? Let us conſider whence they and we are 
taken, from the Miſeries of this ſinful World, in 
which, the longer we had liv'd, the more Sins 
we had committed, and the more 'Miſeries we had 
endur d. Let us not then drown our ſelves in 
Tears for them, from whoſt' Eyes God bath wiped all 
Tears, Rev. 7. 17. and let not their Death afflit 
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us, who are deliver'd from all Afflictions: When 
God hath diſpos'd of them, ſubmiſſion to his Will 
' is your Duty. I ig the Lord, let Him do what 
ſeemeth Him good, 1 Sam. 3. 18. The Lord gave, 
and the Lord bath taken away, bleſſed be the Name of 
the Lord, Job 1. 21... 92 1 


To which we may alſo add another thing to 
be conſider'd in this matter. The Earth hath: been, 
as it were, the Mother that brought us forth; ſo 

that the committing of our Body to the Ground, is 
no more than laying Earth to Earth, and Duſt to 
Duſt. The Earth is the common Mother of us all, 
8 ſhall we then be ſuch undutiful Children as to re- 
. fuſe to pay Obedience to her who brought us forth, 
and of whoſe Subſtance we are compos de? All of 
1 us may very well fay, we are Bone of her Bone, and 
> Fleſh of her Fleſh ; and therefore to hate and ab- 
bor her, wou'd be to ſhew our ſelves Monſters in 
7 Mankind, a diſobedieat Race, and an undutiffi 
A ' | Beſides, our Lord Himſelf: difdain'd not the 
Grave, his Body was laid in a: Sepulchre; and 
+ || whatare we then, that we ſhou'd expect our wreteh- 
o | ed Bodies ſhou'd find better Entertainment than his 
„ pure and ſacred one? Chriſt hath honour'd the 
U Grave by lying in it; and ſhall we refuſe to lodge 
e- | in that Chamber where the Holy Jeſus lodg'd, or 
re be backward to Sleep in that Bed where the Bo- 
in dy of our Crucify'd Saviour Slepe 2: The Diſciple is | 
ns not above his Maſter, nor the Servant. above his Lord, 
ad Math. 10. 24. Look upon the Grave then as the 
in | Houſe wherein the Lord Jeſus lay, and as the Bed 
ia which his Body Siepe, and think it an Honour, 
i&t that that's the Houſe which God hath appointed 
for Jou to lodge in. I know thar thou wilt bring me 
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40 Death, and to the houſe appointed for all living, 
Chap 30. 23. ſaid Fob to God. He told his Friends 
the only thing he hop'd for was a 
Houſe he cou'd promiſe himſelf, and that he was 
going to reſt in a Bed where he ſhou'd not be 
iſturb'd. If I wait, the Grave is mine Houſe : I have 
mude my bed in the darkneſs. I have ſaid to Corru- 
ption, thou art my Father, to the Worm, thou art my 
Mother, and my Siſter. And where is now my hope? 
As for my hope, who ſhall ſee it? They ſhall go down to 
the bars of the Pit, when our reſt together is in the 
Duſt. Chap. 17. 13, 14, 15, 16. I proceed, 
-(5:) To reconcile you. to a good opinion of 
Death and the Grave, from the many indiſpoſi- 
tions of Body and Mind while we live here. 
- The tedious Sickneſſes, violent Torments, ſharp 
Pains, and the many Diſeaſes and Infirmities which 
aſflict the poor Body, methinks, ſhou'd even move 
Jou to look Death in the Face with joy and de- 
light, and cure your ſelves of all hatred and aver- 


„ 


fion to it. # A Freedom from Theſe is call*d in 


Holy Scripture the Redemption of our Body, Rom. 8. 
23- the freeing them from all thoſe Maladies they 


are here ſabje& unto. _ 


. 


hop Fa ALLIES 3. 
The Mind alſo hath its Vexings, Anguiſh, and 
Tortures, during our abode here. The T little 
Jpace we live here has many and great AMiſeries in 
it, various Troubles of the Body, and certain 
| Vexations of the Mind. Man that is born of a Wor 
man batir hut a ſhort time to live, and is full of mi- 
fery, ſob 14. 1. Few end evil have the Days of the 
Fears of my life been, ſaid Jacob, Gen. 47. 9. Now 
when we look upon Death as a Deliverer both of 
* Dimitti petit, quaſi a vinculis quibuſdam ad Liberta- 
gem feſtinaret. Ambros de bon. Mort. _... > 
Ac ne. ſpatiolum illud quod inter ingreſſum & egreſ- 
Fork ſtbi Hberüm putet, repletur, ait, multis miſeriis, Gr. 
5. Berner. iel Wp le eee 
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| Deith of the Princeſs 
Body and Mind, from the Pains and Diſeaſes which 
rack and torture the one, and from that Sorrow, 
\ Grief, and Anguiſh, which perplex and torment 


r oO. wh 


Death puts them into their beſt State and Condi- 
tion, and that without it they can have no'true 
Joys, no compleat Happineſs, and no glorious Im- 


| mottality in another Life ? We are Strangers and 


Pilgrims on the Earth, Heb. 11. 13. have here no 
continuing City, Chap. 13. 14. for this is not our Reſt, 
Mic. 2. 10. Heaven is our Country, our proper 
Home; why then ſhou'd we be ſo backward to go 
to that heavenly Kingdom, that glorious Place, 
where the Souls of all ſuch as die in the Lord, ſo- 


lace and delight themſelves in the Company of 
Saints and Angels, and in thoſe happy Regions 


1 * 


always to live to God? The Fleſh was never had 
in admiration by God's deareft Saints and Ser- 


J 

] 

> 

i vants ; for thy look'd upon it as the * Priſon of 
2 their Souls, and the + Chain of their Spirits. Fo 
> 
2 
Y 


the corruptible Body preſſeth down the Soul, and the 


earthly Tabernatle weigheth down the Mind, Wild: 


9. 15. And therefore were willing to ſhake off their 
Load and Burthen, and be ſet at liberty as ſoon 
z as God pleaſed to call them. Alas ! Their Lives 
* here were but a ſcene of Sorrow and Troubles, 
n and they knew they ſhow'd gain nothing by a long 
1 ſtay here but this, they ſhou'd ſee more evil Days, 
„ fall into more Sins, run into more Dangers, ruſh 
into more Temptations, and be expos'd to more 
* various Accidents, Caſualties, and Miſchiefs. If 
we take a view of the Way in which we are to walk, 


of || during our abode in this World, what Company | 


mall we meet with to diſturb us, what Buſineſs to 
a 7 8 — — pin 


ITY on 4ͤ Heoudr noutoprat 73 00wns Theophilac. 
, F Quid ſunt Homines, niſi animæ corporibus alligatz'? 
Arnob. adv. Gent, J. 2. | | 5 1 5 
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the other, who will not be perſwaded but that 


A 


o 
. 
1 
1 
a 
17 
. 
?3 
$4 

3 
* 
* 

is * 
3 

dt 
T7 
= 
'F 
: 
414 
17 
I 
b1 
P} 

; 

1 
T3! 
I; 

1 
iz 
: 
- 
: 
"ZE 
4 
= 
it 

' 
- 

* 
1 
T; 

| 
py? 
/ 

4 
1 
1 

o 

: 

iu 

1 

11 


— dc * GP LOR i 


are unſpeakable Rewards. 


If 
1 
| 
1 
02 
| 


—y— 


2 ” 
g FC —_— "0206 . 4 * * * , 3 3 * A Pe 40 EXE, " 77 A 7 SY "P44 * A N 3 
. 3 
18 JET 77307? . preach 4 On Ahe 


inſnare us, what Pits digg'd for us, what Traps 
ſet to catch us, what evil Motions to diſquiet us, 
and what bad Company to entice us to Sin and 
Wickedneſs? The longer we live, the more Sins 
we ſhall commit, the more Evils we ſhall do, 
the more Miſeries we ſhall endure, and the more 
Calamities we ſhall fall into. The more numerous 
our Vears, the more numerous our Iniquities will 
be, the more we ſhall have to anſwer for; and the 
longer. our Days, the longer we are kept out of 
Heaven, if we be holy in all manner of Converſa- 


When Conſtantine the Great felt the approaches 
of Death, he ſet his Houſe in Order to embrace it. 
But thoſe who attended his Perſon, and were about 
him, hearing him mention Death, endeavour'd 
to divert his Mind from that thought, ſaying, He 
was become too uſeful for the World to go out of 
it; to which the good and pious Emperor reply'd; 
Why do yon ſo. ſpeak, to me, | as if it was not true 
Life to die to the World, to live with Chriſt my Sa- 
viour'? This here is not a Death, but 4 Paſſage to Im- 
mortality: If ye Love me, hinder not my Way; for one 
cannot go too ſoon to God. Cord we talk a little 
with'a bleſſed Soul now in Heaven, and diſcourſe 
of the bleſſed State of the other World, we ſhou'd 


think it long till we came to the Enjoyment of it, 


and in an holy Tranſport be ready to cry out, Oh 
that I bad Wings like a Dove, thither mould I fly and 
tale my reſt, Pſalm 55. 6. Fix your Thoughts there, 


where Happineſs is full and ſatisfactory, laſting 


and permanent, conſtant and unchangeable, and 
where joys are ſpiritual, ſolid, and ſubſtantial, 
and where is Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, 
and eternal Life, *. 2. 7. an incorruptible Inheri- 
tance, a Kinzdom that cannot be ſhaken, 1 Pet. 1. 4- 
4 Crown that fadeth not away, Chap. 5. 4. and where 


And 
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And what we are not able to comprehend, what 
tranſcends all our Imaginations, baffles the pro- 


<> 
* 


foundeſt Mind to frame any adequate Conceptions 


of, which no Similitude can repreſent, which no 
Compariſon can expreſs, and what the moſt clear 


and piercing Underſtanding is loſt and clouded in, 


Eternity, we are yet infallibly aſſur'd of, that the 


continued Enjoyments of all Holy Perſons, who 
dy'd the Death of the Righteous, there ſhall be 


without ſatiety or wearineſs; that every repeated 
AR ſhall have the addition of ſome freſh Delighr, 
and be no nearer ending after ten Thouſand Cen- 
turies of Years. Happineſs there ſhall be Eter- 
nal, and their Eternity of a vaſt and unconceiva- 
ble Duration, and where all ſhall be Love, Praiſe, 
Joy, Thankſgiving, Triumph, and Hallelujahs for 
evermore, But tho' Religion may work you up 
to a contempt of Death, becauſe no Perſon can be 
eſteem'd Happy before it comes, as Solon told Cræ- 
ſus; yet there are others of another Temper, who 
ſeem regardleſs of Death by a bravery and gallan- 
try of Mind, and fear not to die, as thinking it an 


 inglorious and diſhonourable thing to meet it with 


a dejected and daunted Look, or be concern'd at 
it. But many of thoſe are ſuch ſtupid Perſons as 
believe not a future State, and are govern'd by a 
fooliſh Opinion, that the Soul vaniſheth into nothing 
as ſoon as ſeparated from the Body, and that the 
Body ſhall have no Reſurre&ion, and that there is 
nothing to be look'd for after Death. Alas! Their 
belief and reaſoning is upon falfe Principles, and 
miſtaken Notions, and their Condition woful, and 
to be lamented, But 1 ſhall not enlarge upon that 
Subject, becauſe I ſpeak to Chriſtians, who know 
better things, and rejoice in hope that their Souls 
ſhall be Happy at their going out of their Bodies, 
and that their Bodies, after they have ſepr their 
Sleep,ſhall be reunfted 5 their Souls at the laſt go,” 
A . * . and 


r 
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and both put into Poſſeſſion of everlaſting Life. 
_ Hence we may make theſe following Obſerva- 
tions. SS 2p „„ 
) The Chriſtian Religion doth allow of Sor- 
row and Tears at a Friend's Death, fo it be not 
exceſſive and violent: All ungovernable Paſſion 
at parting with them, is an affront to God, and a 
diſhonour to Chriſtianity, as if they: were leſt, and 
no Life after this, and that their Eyes being once 
clas'd by Death, they ſhall never be again opened. 
Left the Theſſalonians ſhou'd trangreſs againſt their 
own Faith and Hope, and give the Gentiles Oc- 
caſion juſtly to reproach them for too great a 
Lamentation ; he exhorted them not to Sorrow for 
thoſe which were aſleep, as others, which have no hope, 
1. Thef. 4. 13. Exceſſive Impatience ſeems to diſ- 
approve the belief of the Immortality of the Soul, 
and ſhews ſomething of an Apprehenſion that 
the whole Man periſheth as ſoon as Breath is out 
of his Noſtrils. This is a great ſcandal to our 
Holy Religion, to be without hope, as the Heathen, 
were, and to make our condition as Chriſtians no 
better then theirs. Tis acting the Part of Pagans, 
deſerting the Chriſtian Faith, and caſting off all 
Hope of ever ſeeing or meeting with the deceaſed 
again, at the great and general Reſurrection: And 
therefore teſtify your Faith by your Patience, and 
ſhew you are Chriſtians, by a calm and humble 
Submiſſion to' the Will and Pleaſure of God, who 
bath taken away nothing but what He gave. 
Why then do many, who call themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, ſtand at the Grave weeping exceſlively, 
when the Body of the deceaſed is laid down in it, 
as Ina Bed to Sleep ? Let them return Home with- 
out any murmuring and diſcontent, and * poſſeſs 
their Souls in Patience ; for their Friend is not loſt, 
he 1s only gone from hence for a while, and when 
the Lord pleaſeth, we muſt follow, and when His 
> «ps 3 7: >... ne” 
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„ Kingdom of Glory ſhall come, we ſhall meet again, 
- | and enjoy each other for ever, and never part 
r 
> © (2) Another Obſervation is, our Lives were 
. only lent us fora Time; we are here only Tenants 
1 at Will, and how ſoon God, the great Landlord 
1 of Heaven and Earth, may turn us off, we know 
1 
e 
| 


n — 1 _— —y — — — 


not: We were all Born to Die, and * came 
into this World upon this very Condition, to ga ant of 
it again. They who are gone to their lang Home, 


. and whoſe Bodies are now ſleeping in the Duſt, are 
8 8 a little before, and all of us muſt follow ;, and 
1 hortly quit this earthly Tabernacle, and lay it 
2 down in the Grave. With Death 'there is no re- 
ſpe& of Perſons, it heaps all together, makes no 
4 Diſtinctions, its Aſſaults are Univerſal, and the 
5 Rich muſt die as well as the Poor, wiſe Men as 
t | Fools, and the Prince as the Subject, the Maſter 
t as the Servant, the Noble as the Vaſſal, are all e- 
r qually Mortal, and muſt return to Duſt. Death 
hath put an End to all the Trophies of Cæſar, Pom- 
0 pey, Alexander, and other valiant Worthies, laid 
5 thoſe great Men in filent Tombs, and all their 
1] high and pompons Titles are buried with them, 
1 and their mighty Conqueſts levell'd with the Earth. 
1 Where is the Houſe of the Prince? was a Queſtion ask'd 
4 in Job's Time, Chap. 21. 28, 32, 33. and the Anſwer 
e is, He ſhall be brought to the Grave, and ſhall remain 
0 in the Tomb, the Clods of the Valley (hall be ſweet upon 
him, and every Man ſhall draw after. Him, as there 
1 are innumerable before him. Tis God's Advice by 
1 the Prophet, Ceaſe ye from Man, whoſe breath is in 
* his noſtrils, for wherein is he to the accounted of ? 
i Iſa. 2. 22. *Tis folly for us to think Death proper 
8 only to the Poor, and that the Rich, becauſe they 
5 ee : — 
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| 2 in this World's Goods, have a long thread 
of Life to run over; our daily Experience con- 


firms the contrary, and ſhews, that Death hath as 
little regard to one as the other; and that bodily 

Ilneſs, Diſeaſes, and Pains, are as liable to 805 
as the other. Let the certainty of Death put all 


ranks and degrees of Men and Women upon pre- 


paration for it: Noble Blood is as ſubject to a 
Fever, Infirmities, Difeaſes, an Apoplexy, and 
Mortality, as that which runs in the Veins of the 
meaneſt and pooreſt Perſons; and they of great 
Birth, who deſcended from a long Train of noble 
Anceſtors, if they will reflect npon themſelves, 
may contemplate their own Frailty, and cannor 


chooſe but know their Conſtitution is as brittle 
as that of a Beggar, and whoſe Extraction is vile 


and contemptible. The fineſt Complexion is ſub- 
jet to be ſullied by a Diſeaſe; and Death will 


change the faireſt and lovelieſt Face, into a ghaſtly 
Viſage: Why then ſhou'd any boaſt of Beauty, 


and take occafion from that Gloſs and Varniſh to 
have proud and arrogant Thoughts of themſelves ? 
Remember thou muſt die, is enough to awaken 
and keep humble thoſe of the neateſt Shape and 
longeſt Pedegree ; for their very Foundation is in 
the Duſt, Job 4. 19. and their Bodies no better 
than Duft and Aſhes, Gen. 18. 27. Their Bodies 


were- firſt made of Earth, and they will be diſ- 


ſolv'd into the “ ſame Principles whereof they 


were compor'd. The Duſt ſhall return to the Earth 
46 it was, Eccleſ. 12. 7 


To conclude; Let "ORR bath bein Ga recon- 


cile us to a good Opinion of Death, and mode- 
rate our Grief for the Princeſs Sophia, the Ele- 
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ctreſs Dowager of Hanover, Whoſe Veins were 
filb'd with Royal Blood, of the Proteſtant Line; and 
upon whoſe Noble Son, the Elector of 'Brunſwick, 
and his Heirs, as ſuch, our Laws have ſettled the 
Crown, after the Death of our Grac:ous QUEEN; 
whom God grant in Health and Wealth long 1 [ 
Live. And I pray God the Britiſo Throne may. E 
never be filld with a Popiſb Prince, or one Who 
hath been bred in France; which wou'd involve 
usfin Confuſion and Slavery, both Religious and 
Civil. „ N 3 494 
To blazon the great Actions of the Iiluſtrious 
Houſe of Hanover, or to draw the Picture of the 
Electreſs in all her true Lineaments, and lively + 
Features of her Graces aud Virtues, and recount 
her long Pedegree,  woy'd take more Time than 
+ Ipreſume upon; and therefore I (hall Ply inform 
you, ſhe was deſcended from Royal Anceſtors ; 
that her Qualifications were valuable, commend» 
able, and her Memory cught to be Precious. 
Her Chriſtian Virtues made her the wonder of 
the Age; her Prudence and Wiſdom in the weigh- 
tieſt Affairs, did appear with the greateſt Splen- 
dor, and the moſt ſound judgment; and thoſe 
who were under her penetrating Eye, and at- 
| tended her Perſon, ſhe cou'd make them Religious, 
and nobly accompliſh'd with all moral Excellen- 
As her Life was Pious and Honourable, D, we 
hope, her Death was Happy; and remember from 
this great Woman, that Death yields to none, but, 
treads under Foot the Prince as the Subject, the 
Nable as the Vaſſal, and reduceth both to Duſt, 
and Ahes. nm 
They are both Born to Die; but Death, which, 
is equal to all, ought to be diſtinguiſh'd by the. 
Honour ſhew'd to thoſe of noble Birth and De- 
ſert, from thoſe of no Value and Coplideration., 
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And Tack Fronour let the Princeſs 5 Sephie have, to 
y in her -Poſterity” 8 Remembrance. r 

Sus being dad, yet. brig Speaktth in her. + „ 
emplarxy and virtuous Life, in her doing n ] 
ink loving: Mercy; in her immediate Heirs, Who 
have a true ſueceſſive Right, as Proteſtants, to the 
Britiſn Crown; and her Name in the Genera 
tions to come will Lire, be : mention'd with Ho. 
nour, and her Worth will be deliver'd; down to 
Poſterity; for her pious, fix d, and ſtedfaſt Re- 
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rmon pee add in the Pari Chuteh * 
t. Giles in the Fields, i in the Afternoon, 
222 of February, 1713-14, being the Sun- 
day after the Death of his Grace, Dr. Jahn —— 
Ford Archbiſhop of Terk, Lord Almoner to her 
Otieen Arne : And who had been Miniſter | 
of that Pariſh ſixteen Years. By Thomas Knaggs, 
M. A. 'Publiſh'd at the hn Gi Dy of * 
ancient Parilbloners.. 
| 8 by 740 Downing | in . C 
3 Ke Weſt-Smitbfield, *. "= V1 a 
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